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1. | NTERVI EW ROOM - DAY

An extrenely clean and professional |ooking interview room
spi ck and span. A young man, in his early 20s, sits at a
table. Visibly nervous, his eyes stay glued to the floor and
hi s hands endlessly fidget. This is ASHTON.

DR. RI CHARD (Q. S)
So, Ashton.

Ashton stops fidgeting and | ooks up at the nen hesitatingly.

DR. RI CHARD ( CONT' D)
We' ve | ooked through your
achi evenents, and we're very
i mpressed.

Ashton flashes a snmall snl e.

ASHTON
Thank you sir.

DR KELVIN (Q. S)
It would be great to have you
enrolling in our university. Sonmeone
passi onate and interested. As such,
we' ve decided to offer you a place in
our institution.

Ashton's small smle blossons into a full blown, ear to ear
grin.

DR KELVIN
You can join before the next senester.

An envel ope i s pushed towards Ashton, along with the files.

DR. RI CHARD
Most of the information you will need
is included here. Do renenber to fil
up the forns and mail themin, along
wth the fees as soon as possi bl e.

As soon as Ashton hears the word 'fees', his smle slowy
withers to a sonbre and nervous expression.

ASHTON
S..sir...the fees...l mght not...

Ashton takes a deep breath.



ASHTON
|s there a deadline of some sort?

A nonent of silence fromthe hidden figures.

DR KELVI N
We understand. No worries, the school
will be able to give you a half
scholarship with six nonths to pay up
t he remai nder.

ASHTON
That will be enough sir. 1I'll enrol as
soon as possi ble. Thank you.

Asht on takes the envel ope and files. The two nmen and him
shake hands, and he stands up.

DR RI CHARD
We | ook forward to you joining us,
Ashton. Have a nice day.

ASHTON
Thank you sir. Have a nice day too.

Ashton is all smles, but as soon as he turns away fromthem
a worried expression takes over. He slowy wal ks and exits
t he room

2. I NT. BEDROCOM - DAY

An Indian man lies in a bed, eyes |ooking up at nothing. A
bl anket is draped over him This is VINCENT. A wonan wal ks
into the roomcarrying a cup of tea. She | ooks at the man,
her expression slowy changing to a concerned one, al beit
with a small smle. This is ALICE. She wal ks besi de the man
and places the cup near him He coughs profusely and she
raises the cup to him Of-screen, the sound of the doors
bei ng opened.

She | ooks up with anticipation, hears knocks on the door, and
i n wal ks Asht on.

ALl CE
Oh, you're hone!

Alice gestures for Ashton to | eave the room and he does so.
A while later, Alice follows suit, closing the door behind
her .



3. INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

The two walk into the living room

ALI CE

How was the interview?
ASHTON

Was okay ma.

Ashton lays his bag at the sofa and sits down, | ooking
extrenely exhaust ed.

ALI CE
kay. . ?

Alice takes a seat beside Ashton.

ALl CE
Asht on, what actually happened? Wre
you accept ed?

There is a brief nonment of silence. Alice gives hima prying
| ook.

ASHTON
Mom please, | don't want to talk
about it now

Again with the | ook

AL| CE
Asht on-
ASHTON
(suddenl y)

..Yeah. | got it. But | don't think
"1l be accepting it.

Alice is startled by what he said, and furrows her brows.

ALI CE
Wy ?

Ashton takes a deep breath.

ASHTON
The fees, ma. Way too nuch. They
offered to pay half, but even
then...it's, like, a lot.



Ali ce contenpl at es.

ALl CE
Ashton. Why are you worryi ng about
THIS? I'll handle it, |a.

ASHTON

Cone on, ma
CUT TO

Vi ncent stands behind the door, his ear pressed to it.
Meanwhi | e, the conversation continues outside.

ASHTON ( CONT' D)
Look at your husband's condition. You
barely have enough as it is.

Alice tries her best to conjure up an answer but to no avail.
4. I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Vi ncent, wapped in a blanket, and Alice sit on a sofa,
watching TV. Alice's eyes shift and dart everywhere, and she
| ooks to be in deep thought, alnost disturbed.

Vi ncent notices Alice's uncharacteristic behavi our and
ponders for a bit.

VI NCENT
| s everything okay?

Alice nods hal f-heartedly. Vincent |ooks at her for a while
before shuffling closer to her.

ALl CE
Ashton got into his uni

VI NCENT
That's a good thing what!... what's
t he probl enf

Ali ce does not respond, and instead | ooks himup and down
slowy.

ALl CE
The noney. It's way too nuch, Vincent.
| have no idea how I'mgoing to
manage.



VI NCENT
How nuch?

ALI CE
10k. In six nonths.

VI NCENT
Hm .. How are this nonth's finances?

ALl CE
Not very good. My pay kena cut, the
rent's going up...

Al'i ce pauses, and sighs.

ALl CE ( CONT' D)
Pl us. . plus your dialysis.

VI NCENT

Any ot her options? O work?
ALl CE

| can't, | want to take care of you.
VI NCENT

Can we ask soneone?

ALl CE
Haven't we borrowed enough? |'m
al ready getting chased by sone of
t hem

VI NCENT
Wah.

There is an awkward silence in the room The coupl e cannot
bring thenselves to | ook each other in the eye. Finally
Vi ncent turns to her.

VI NCENT
Alice ah. There is another option.

Alice turns and | ooks at him confused. Vincent breaks eye
contact. Realisation slowy dawns upon her.

ALI CE
No.

VI NCENT
Okay. Now hear ne out. Renenber what
the Dr. Goh said? It's termnal. |I'm



gonna be here for what? 1 or 2 years.
After a w

ALl CE
(interrupting)
Are you fucking joking? You want to
stop your surgery for UN VERSITY FEES?

VI NCENT
And what's wong with that? Not |ike
surgery's going to nagically nmake ne a
healthy man. 1'd rather you spend the
nmoney on him

ALl CE
He can go to uni anytine, Vincent!

VI NCENT
You really think that? Wth our
current financial situation, he's
never going to make it!

Vi ncent stops, and takes a deep breath.

VI NCENT
Pl ease Alice. Don't waste the noney.

ALI CE
Howis it a waste?

VI NCENT
Spending it on a dead man IS a waste.

There is an awkward sil ence.

VI NCENT
(whi speri ng)
...your son eh.

ALl CE
You wouldn't do the sanme if | had | ung
probl ens, right.

Vincent stutters as he tries to answer her question

VI NCENT
|..No..Please. O course | -

ALl CE
(interrupting)
Woul d you?!



Vi ncent pauses.

VI NCENT
| woul dn't.

A silence dawns upon them which is broken by the sound of
footsteps after a while. They belong to Ashton, who arrives
wel | dressed, carrying a file in his hands. Alice greets him
as he opens the gates while Vincent's stares intently at her,
fol |l oned by Ashton.

5. INT. HOUSE - EARLY MORNI NG

Asht on awakes from his sleep, groggy and grunting. The sounds
of frantic footsteps and knocking startle him He stands up
and wal ks to the living room and finds his nmomwal king in
and out of the roons, distressed.

ASHTON
Ma? What's goi ng on?

Alice, still pacing, wal ks past himw thout even |ooking in
his direction.

ASHTON
(agitated)
Ma!
Still no reply. An angered Ashton storns down the |iving

room and catches sight of his parents' roomin the process.
The sight of the enpty bed shocks him He enters and | ooks
ar ound.

Eventually, Alice cones into the room panic-stricken

ASHTON
Ma. .

ALl CE
| can't find himsince norning Ashton.
| woke up and he wasn't there. |'ve

called all his friends.

Asht on becones increasingly flustered, and | ooks at her
worri edly.

6. EXT. STREET - EVEN NG

Ashton and Alice slowy trudge out of a police station, their
faces dejected. Ashton holds a police report, |ooking
defeated, while Alice is on the verge of tears.



After a while Ashton puts a hand around his nother.

ASHTON
We'll find him ma.
Alice manages a small, forced smle at him They wal k sone
nmore until Ashton gets a phone call, which he rushes to

answer. Ashton tal ks on the phone call for a while, and his
| ook norphs into one of shock and confusi on.

After a while, he puts down the phone and slowy | ooks up at
Alice, who's staring at himin anticipation.

ASHTON
|'"'min the course, ma.

There is a sil ence.

ASHTON ( CONT' D)
Dad paid ny fees.

A tear slides down Alice's face, soon becomng a full on cry.
Ashton slowWy | ooks down and away from her, confused yet

mel anchol i c.

7. EXT. PARK - NI GHT

The sil houette of Vincent sits on a park bench | ooki ng up at
the sky. After sone tinme, he stands up and | eaves.
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